
1979 - A problem needed a visionary solution!



Ray Cox and Rick 
Kuehn  laid out 10 

diamonds



Bob Newton brought in the National Guard





Just add seed and water for ten new fields!!



The fall, winter and 
spring of ’80-’81 

was really fun



The kids pitched in 
too!

No work, no play



All the hard work pays off
“When they found 
themselves with nowhere 
to play, they carved out 
their own fields.”



10 times our 
investment!



Kind of bare, but ready for play



The “Dirty Dozen” + 3
JoAnne Beilke          Bob Bevens
Don Blevins              Ray Cox
Roy Ebel                  Del Fislar
Mike Gaynor            Gary Gogle
Mike Hilfiker             Larry Horn
Dave Johnson          Rick Kuehn
Bob Newton             Bill Rumpf
Gary Witmer 

Bill Rumpf used his 
business to secure a 
personal loan for 
construction

Rick Kuehn secured a permit 
to use state property



Field naming honors

Presidents
Don Cox
North Salem Kiwanis
Keizer Rotary
Altos
JB Sod
Reimann
Spec Pipe
National Guard



Opening Day - congratulations, Bob



First time



US Representative Denny Smith pays tribute



Oregon Representative Peter Courtney cuts the ribbon



Opening day, oh what a day!!

Bill, Bob and Ray





First pitch



Thanks, Bob and Ray



Bob Newton left this 
earth way too early 

in a surfing accident; 
he will be 

remembered always



We lost Ray, too, to 
a heart attack; we 

miss him a lot



Ray honored in 1991

After initial construction, Clint Holland contributed thousands of 
hours to make the complex the best it could be



A very special year for KLL



Major boys won District 7



Field #10 came the 
next year



One of the prettiest around



Our tools were pretty basic back then



What do you mean, we have to move a field?



We built it before –
we can certainly 

move it!

and in one weekend



The complex continued to be 
a source of community pride



The stars continued to 
align – The City of 

Keizer was incorporated 
just in time to buy the 
property when it was 

declared state surplus



Legitimate $365,000 
community resource



City Council takes 
action in 1985, including 
Councilor Bob Newton



Keizer gets a real deal



The community really came out for the “$500,00 for $100,000 deal”



The final piece of this incredible puzzle falls into place



Six District 
Championships in 1987 
and completely out of 
debt



Like Disneyland, 
the work goes on





The next generation getting involved



Ray was always there



Bev Cox inspects the new pump house



Marv Nisley movin’ dirt



Dave Bauer introducing the fieldhouse concept to league parents



Improvising concrete forms – it worked!



About 1990



Looking back, especially at the special 1980’s decade

Over 1,000 kids playing
1,000 spectators each evening
250 volunteers
$65,000 annual budget
All money raised via concessions & 
fundraisers

1977-1989

30 District 7 Championships
7 State Championships
1 Northwest Divisional Championship



1987 State 2nd Place This group of girls played for State 
Championships four times, twice for 
KLL and twice for McNary (1-3)



KLL graduates win State Championship for McNary, 
1989



Most successful KLL team
3rd Place, 1991 Major Softball World Series



Celebrating this 1991 team



Yet another 
opening day



Fields are ready, let’s make this place look nice



What are these guys up to?



We’ve always been 
proud to fly Old Glory



One of those special times that makes all the work worthwhile



Mike Gaynor and Clint Holland, two of KLL’s stalwarts



A peaceful day at “the fields” – we hope that will continue
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