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For the record. 
 
Good Evening Honorable Mayor, Council Members, and Esteemed Citizens - 

 
Tonight I am here to speak about sustainability.  Sustainability for the City of Keizer 

 
• As most of us know, the biggest challenge facing humankind is global climate 

change from the burning of fossil fuels. 

 
• Two weeks ago or so I contacted the City and asked for a copy of the City’s 

Sustainability Plan – and learned there is no Sustainability Plan for the City 

 
This was a little unsettling. Ponder the following five points: 

 
• Does the City know or track how much CO2 is being produced from is fleet of 

vehicles?  What is the Cities plan to reduce its fleet CO2 emissions?  How will it be 
tracked? 

 
• Does the City know how much natural gas is burned every year in the City? Does the 

City have a plan to reduce this? How will it be tracked? 

 
• Does the City have a plan to increase the planting of trees to reduce urban heating 

effects?  What are the City’s plans to reduce urban Island heating effect? 

 
• Does the City have an idea about how much CO2 is emitted from traffic along River 

Road every day? Does the City have a plan to reduce CO2 from vehicle traffic in the 
City?  How will it be tracked? 

 
• Does the City know and track how much energy it uses in the heating and cooling of 

City Hall? Does the City have a plan to reduce this energy? How will this be tracked? 

 
The list of advantages to the City and its citizens for reducing energy use and CO2 is long. 
This includes reduced transportation operating expenses for the City, reduced City building 
energy use,  improved City policing, and a more livable city perhaps through an expanded 
tree canopy. 

 
To fully explore how the City can take advantages of these opportunities, I will be 
recommending the formation of a Sustainability Committee.  The  Committee should be 
tasked with recommending how to capture data for these emissions sources and energy usage 
— and how to reduce them. 
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These actions taken together should reduce operating costs to the City while creating a more 
livable City. 

 
Over the coming months I will be working with each of you; council members, city staff, 
community  schools, and businesses to formulate a draft charter for this vital 
Committee.  The charter will then be presented to the Council for consideration and 
adoption. 

 
This is some of the most important work we can do as stewards of our community, and our 
children’s future.  Moreover, this will improve the desirability and livability of the City of 
Keizer. 

 
There is a Facebook Page, Keizer Sustainability.  The Facebook Page, Keizer 
Sustainability will be a hub for activities leading to the charter presentation to the 
Council.  I invite each of you in this room, and those watching in KeizerTV to join join in 
this initiative as we create a more livable, vibrant, and sustainable community.  Together. 

 
I’m pleased to take your questions. 
 

Rich Rodriguez, MBA 
Keizer, Oregon 
Tel: 503.283.6425 
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